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CONFIDENTIAL DACCA 5875 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, BG 

SUBJ: BDG ANNOUNCES UNION COUNCIL ELECTIONS TO BE HELD IN JANUARY 
REF: (A) DACCA 5813; (B) DACCA 5509 

1 . BDG ANNOUNCED NOVEMBER 16 THAT ELECTIONS TO UNION 
COUNCILS WOULD BE HELD DURING SECOND WEEK OF JANUARY, 1977. 

NO MENTION WAS MADE OF GENERAL ELECTION AND WHETHER LOCAL 
ELECTIONS ARE PRELUDE TO OR A SUBSTITUTE FOR A PARLIA- 
MENTARY POLL. 

2. AS REPORTED AND DISCUSSED IN REF (B), RUMOR HAS BEEN 
CURRENT THAT LOCAL ELECTIONS WOULD BE HVELD PRIOR TO (IF NOT 
IN LIEU OF) GENERAL ELECTION TO TEST BOTH MECHANISM FOR 
POLLING AND SENTIMENT AMONG VOTERS. LOCAL ELECTIONS IN 
BENGAL ARE HOTLY CONTESTED AND HAVE IN PAST GENERATED VIO- 
LENCE IN SOME PLACES IN SOME ELCTIONS; BDG WILL NOW BE 

ABLE TO LOOK AT THIS ASPECT. ALTHOUGH POLLING WILL 
TECHNICALLY BE ON NON-PARTISAN BASIS, A NONE TOO DIFFICULT 
ANALYTICAL PROCESS WILL SHOW GOVERNMENT WHICH PARTY IS 
STRONGEST AND WILL ALSO GIVE INDICATION OF FRAGMENTATION 
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MINISTRY WHEN AND IF PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION IS HELD. 

3. PARTY WHICH BDG AND OTHER POLITICIANS WILL BE WATCHING 
MOST CLOSELY IS AW AMI LEAGUE. AMONG EXPERIENCED OBSERVERS 
THERE IS MUCH QUESTION AS TO STRENGTH OF AWAMI LEAGUE AND 
EFFECTS OF CORRUPTION AND MISMANAGEMENT OF MUJIB PERIOD 
ON ITS ORGANIZATION AND FOLLOWING. 

4. LEADERS OF TWO POLITICAL PARTIES (MUSHTAQUE OF DEMO- 
CRATIC LEAGUE AND KHAN SAB UR OF MUSLIM LEAGUE) WHO HAVE 
SOME HOPE AND PROSPECT OF POLLING WELL IN PARLIAMENTARY 
ELECTIONS AND BEING PRINCIPAL CHALLENGE TO AWAMI 
LEAGUE BOTH OPPOSE INTERVENTION OF LOCAL ELECTION PRIOR 
TO AMJOR POLLING. SABUR, HOWEVER, TOLD POLCOUNSELOR 
NOVEMBER 16 THAT SETTING OF SCHEDULE WAS A KEY TO ENDING 
UNCERTAINVTY ON MLA INTENTIONS. WHILE HE WAS SPEAKING OF 
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION THIS STEP BY BDG GOES PART WAY TOWARD 
MEETING HIS AND OTHER LEADERS REQUIREMENTS ALTHOUGH IT 
WILL NOT END SPECULATION POLLING FOR PARLIAMENT AND 

ROLE OF MILITARY IN FUTURE GOVERNANCE OF BANGLADESH. 
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